

 



ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH






JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK
PART ONE:  LIGHTING THE NEW FIRE


The new fire is kindled.  The Celebrant invites all gathered to participate in this holy vigil and offers a prayer.  The congregation lights tapers from the Paschal Candle.  Then the Candle is processed forward, as we chant three times: 
The Light of Christ!   Thanks be to God!
Once all are in place standing around the Paschal candle, the cantor sings an ancient hymn about the God’s saving work called the Exultet
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our mighty King.  Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.  Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with the praises of your people.  All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty  for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
           

The Lord be with you. 
Answer     And also with you. 
                  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Answer      It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is truly right and good, always and everywhere with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam's sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people.

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin and are restored to grace and holiness of life. This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave.

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son.  How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away.  It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn.  It casts out pride and hatred and brings peace and concord.  How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God.

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor.  May it shine continually to drive away all darkness.  May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning – he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen.
PART TWO:  THE WORD OF GOD, OUR STORIES OF FAITH 

With light provided by the Paschal Candle and our own smaller candles, we hear great Old Testament stories of salvation.
Celebrant:  Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. All may be seated for the readings; we stand to sing our responses.
I. The Story of Creation
Interactive storytelling from the J2A Curriculum. 


Our Response: #hymn 398: I sing the power of God                           -Blue Pew Hymnal 
A Prayer, by the Celebrant
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
II.

Noah & The Flood: Genesis 7-9                                 
Our Response: God of the sparrow 
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A Prayer, by the Celebrant
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the sign of your covenant with all living things: Grant that we, who are saved through water and the Spirit, may worthily offer to you our sacrifice of thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
III. 
Crossing the Red Sea, Exodus 14






Our Response:  hymn #439 what wondrous love is this                     -Blue Pew Hymnal 

A Prayer, by the Celebrant
Let us pray.    O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

IV.
A New Heart and a New Spirit: Ezekiel 36:24-28





Artwork from The Robot and the Bluebird                                                             -by David Lucas 
Our Response: Psalm 42 (As the Deer, to the tune of O Waly Waly)


1 As the deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God





My soul does thirst for the living God. When shall I come to see your face?

2 My tears have fed the day and night, while some have said, ‘where is your God?




But I recall, as my soul pours dry, the days of praise within your house.

3 Why do I mourn and toil within, when it is mine to hope in God?



I shall again sing praise to him, He is my help, He is my God.

V.



The Gathering of God’s People: Zephaniah 3:12-20




Our Response: Gather Us In (verses 1 & 4.)
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A Prayer, by the Celebrant
Let us pray.   Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.

HOMILY





     

                           The Rev. Luke Fodor
PART Three:   HOLY BAPTISM

Presentation and Examination of the Candidate
                                                                             

The Celebrant says:
The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Sponsors:

I present Akeyia Elease Thagard to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
The Celebrant asks: 
Do you desire to be baptized?
Candidate responds:
I do. 

Question:
Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?

Answer:
I renounce them.

Question:
Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?

Answer:
I renounce them.
 

Question:
Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?

Answer:
I renounce them.
 

Question:
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?

Answer:
I do.
 

Question:
Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?

Answer:
I do.


Question:
Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?

Answer:
I do.

the Celebrant addresses the congregation, 

  Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in their life in Christ?

People respond: We will.
The Celebrant then says, 

Let us join in committing ourselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.
The Baptismal Covenant 

Do you believe in God the Father?



I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.


Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?



I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 



He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 



and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.


On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 


and is seated at the right hand of the Father.


He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?


I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?  I will, with God’s help.
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?  I will, with God’s help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?  I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the candidate

We respond, “Risen Christ, hear our prayer.”
The Celebrant says:  Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.
Thanksgiving over the Water


The Lord be with you.

People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People
         It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism.

In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Baptism and Anointing 
Akeyia, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Akeyia, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for ever.  Amen.
Let us pray. All please join in saying…
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant, the forgiveness of sin, and have raised Akeyia to the new life of grace.  Sustain Akeyia, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give Akeyia an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

Celebrant and People:

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.
The Peace
Let us exchange the Peace of Christ with one another!


The peace of the Lord be always with you.     People  And also with you.

After Baptism, the Congregation is sprinkled with water in remembrance of their baptism.
CHOIR ANTHEM: SPRINGS OF WATER BLESS THE LORD               -St. Luke’s Choir
PART Four: FIRST EASTER ALLELUIA!
A FANFARE: Prelude from Te Deum                                                               -by Charpentier
 The Fanfare announces the good news of baptismal faith. Up with the lights! 
The Celebrant proclaims 
Christ is risen!     
and all respond:           The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia!
Gloria, sung by all                                                                                          -S278, Blue Pew Hymnal
Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on Earth, 

Lord God, Heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer.

For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord,

You alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray. O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
SEQUENCE HYMN: ALLELUIA 
Refrain:
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The Holy Gospel: 
Mark 16:1-8

Response before the Gospel:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

 Response after the Gospel:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SEQUENCE HYMN: ALLELUIA (Refrain, & v. 3)
THE HOLY COMMUNION ~ 
THE FIRST EUCHARIST OF EASTER
Offertory

I Feel my Savior’s Love                                                         -St. Luke’s Children’s Choir




   Haec Dies                                                                                              -St. Luke’s Choir

Doxology, with Alleluias:  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia, alleluia!   Praise God above, ye heav’nly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia; alleluia!  
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, Eucharistic Prayer C
                                                              


The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.

Glory to you for ever and ever.



At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.


From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,

reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your

righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
SANCTUS, sung by all (next page)
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The people standing, the Celebrant continues

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham and Hagar, Isaac and Rebekkah, and Jacob, Rachel, Leah, Bilhah and Zilpah, God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.  Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation:

[image: image10.jpg]men.




And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,


THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF BREAD   Silence follows. 
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#
é"ﬂ - o ) ) L L [ ] P 7] P S— - o - H
[ A ~—
Al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - Tu - ia.
#
%“‘u - o ) ) ) ) L2 L2 ) o 2] |
*__ -
Christ our Pass o - ver is sac - ri - ficed for us;
#
%”‘ﬁ » » ® . P - = = - H
there - fore let us keep the feast.
#
%"ﬁ - o 7] 7] La La [ J o 7] o - - > - H
[ 4 / ~——"
Al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia.




THE COMMUNION  
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, all are invited to receive Communion.  Gluten-free wafers, as well as grape juice, are available at the floor-level communion station; please indicate your preference.
COMMUNION MEDITATION: I BELIEVE IN CHRIST                            -St. Luke’s Choir                                                     


POST-COMMUNION PRAYER said by all:

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 

as living members of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE EASTER BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN # 207: JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY                                    -pew hymnal 
DISMISSAL
    The people respond, Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
CONGREGATIONAL POSTLUDE: HALLELUJAH CHORUS                                           

The congregation is welcome to join in singing along with the Postlude. [image: image12.jpg]”ﬂ’"ﬁn
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